358868/2025/EA

M-3/1/2024-PMC Pt.(2) E-35394
HRTEIHR/ Government of India
Ministry of Consumer Affairs, Food and Public Distribution
mgﬂ-mﬂmﬁﬁﬂwﬂ Department of Consumer Affairs
HeATAIRITHIT / Price Monitoring Division

*kk

Krishi Bhawan, New Delhi
7" November, 2025

To,
1. The Managing Director, NCCF
5th Floor, NCUI Complex,
Hauz Khas, New Delhi — 110016

2. The Managing Director, NAFED

NAFED House, Siddhartha Enclave, Ring Road,
Ashram Chowk, New Delhi-110014

Subject: Instructions regarding implementation of Price Stabilization Fund
Scheme (PSF) of the Department of Consumer Affairs - reg.

Madam/Sir,

Please refer to this Department's letter no. PS-1008/4/3/2024-PMC (E-35653) dated

26.06.2025 regarding revised guidelines for implementation of Price Stabilization Fund
Scheme (copy enclosed).

2. In addition to the provisions mentioned in the above scheme guidelines, in view of
Gazette Notification dated 17.10.2025 enabling Aadhhar-based authentication of farmers
(copy enclosed), the following instructions are issued in respect of domestic procurement of
crops under PSF, for compliance w.e.f. Kharif 2025-26 Season:

()  The registration of farmers must be done in a Portal devised for farmers registration by
the Implementing Agencies (lAs) i.e. NAFED and NCCF.

(i)  The states where the registration of farmers is done on the State's own Portal must
ensure that all data is updated on real real-time basis, and the IAs should be able to
fetch such data daily in their Portal through API integration, without which the proposal
under PSF will not be entertained.

(i) Mandatory Use of Digital Crop Survey/integration into Agri-Stack: The States/UTs
where Digital Crop Survey (DCS)/ integration into Agri-Stack is being done, the IAs
must use such data through AP integration for auto-verification of farmer registration
details. In case of failure of crop verification using automatically fetched DCS data,
verification using traditional crop verification should be undertaken. In states where
DCS is not carried out, the traditional crop verification must be adopted.

(iv)  The farmer during registration, can give names of three authorised persons along with
their Aadhaar numbers to bring his/her produce to the procurement centre in the event
of his/her inability to be present in person. In such cases, it should be ensured that the
payment of the produce shall be released to Bank Account of the registered farmer
(owner).

(v)  Any person can act as an authorized person upto a maximum of three farmers only.
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(vi) In case of a leased land, a valid registered lease agreement or State-recognized
cultivation proof shall be mandatory. In such cases, the payment shall be released to
the registered lessee farmers Bank Account.

(vii) Inthe case of tenant farmer, an agreement deed between the farmer (owner)and tenant
farmer or any other documents recognized by concerned State Government with the
proof of cultivation of crop is mandatory. In such cases, the payment shall be released
to Bank Account of the registered tenant farmer.

(viii) IAs must use farmer biometric through Aadhaar enabled POS machine or facial
authentication through mobile app in the procurement centers for authentication of
genuine farmers before the purchase of produce from them. OTP will not be allowed
as a method of authentication. In case of authorized persons also, Aadhaar
authentication is mandatory. The Aadhaar authentication is done to ensure only the
genuine farmer avails the benefits of the scheme and to keep middiemen away.

(ix) Before the release of the payment to farmers, |As must ensure that all real time data
pertaining to PSF operations is fetched in their Portal from State Portal through API
integration.

(x) Each PACS/FPO/FPC can open only one procurement centre. FPO/FPC can take
procurement operation only in those village/taluka where its members are present. The
registered office of FPO/FPC must be located within the same block/taluka in which
the procurement is undertaken from registered farmers.

(xi) The Storage Agencies shall not be engaged to act as a Procuring Agencies & vice-
versa in order to avoid the conflict of interest.

(xii) No storage point shall be allowed to open a procurement centre to ensure smooth
deposit of procured stock at the Warehouse.

(xiii) The payment to the registered farmers must be made through Aadhaar Enabled Direct
Benefits Transfer (DBT)/Aadhaar verified Bank Account mode only.

3. Implementing Agencies are requested to kindly take due notice of the above
instructions for mandatory compliance undertaking domestic procurement under PSF.

With regards,
Yours sinperely,

Encl: as stated {W‘?t: | l V%)
(K. Guite

Economic Adviser

Copy also forwarded for information to:
PS to PS to Hon'ble Minister (FCS&PD)/APS to MOS/PSO to Secretary (CA)/Sr.PPS to
Sr.EA/PPS to EA/Adviser (Cost)/PMD Officials
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